
 
Myerstown Borough Council Committee Meetings 

 Wednesday, February 26, 2020, 8:30 p.m. 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Finance & Administration Committee was held on 
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center, 
President Pro Tem Eric L. Powell being in the chair the and the Secretary being present. 

Present were:  Committee Chair Eric L. Powell, Council President Bryan L. Rittle, Council Members 
Jeffrey L. Thomas and Stacey A. Hackman, and Manager Michael R. McKenna.   

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:34 p.m.  

There were no minutes of previous meetings for approval.  

Manager McKenna presented information to the Committee on the state regulations for the 
compensation of elected officials.  A discussion was held about the frequency and timing of 
compensation, and whether the Borough should change the date of the quarterly compensation 
payments.  The committee was not in favor of changing the date and did not take action on this item. 

The Committee entertained a proposal from Vincent R. Boltz Energy for the provision of fleet fueling 
that would benefit the Lebanon Valley Chamber of Commerce.  Manager McKenna presented the 
committee with their current fleet fueling program for comparison.  The committee was not in favor of 
accepting the proposal from Vincent R. Boltz Energy, as the current fleet fueling program used by the 
Borough provides significantly higher savings.  The committee did not take action on this item. 

The Committee discussed applications received for the Wastewater Treatment Facility, and a process 
for hiring.  Stacey A. Hackman moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to recommend that full Council 
approve for the Manager and Assistant Manager to interview qualified candidate for the Wastewater 
Treatment Facility Laborer position, and to hire the best qualified candidate for the position.  Motion 
carried. 

Manager McKenna reported to the Committee that due to a staff shortage, the Lebanon Valley YMCA 
would not be providing lifeguards for the community pool for the 2020 season.  He recommended that 
the Committee hire a Pool Manager, Assistant Pool Manager, and Lifeguards, and presented job 
descriptions for each.  He recommended wages for each position based upon the wages offered at 
nearby, comparable community pools.  Bryan L. Rittle moved and Stacey A. Hackman seconded to 
recommend that full Council approve for the Borough Manager to advertise for the hiring of a Pool 
Manager, Assistant Pool Manager, and Lifeguards for the 2020 pool season, and to use a pay range of 
$14 to $16 per hour for the Pool Manager, $12 to $14 per hour for the Assistant Pool Manager, and $10 to 
$12 per hour for the Lifeguards.  Motion carried. 

Manager McKenna reported to the Committee that a complaint had been filed by a resident alleging a 
property owner was feeding stray cats.  The Borough Council approved an ordinance banning the 
feeding of stray animals, however, a one-year moratorium was placed on the ban to allow for a local 
nonprofit organization called P.A.W.S. to implement a trap-neuter-release program.  Jeffrey L. Thomas 
moved and Stacey A. Hackman seconded to recommend to full Council to continue the moratorium on 
enforcement of the ordinance that bans the feeding of stray animals until Council takes further action 
to end the moratorium.  Motion carried.  Bryan L. Rittle said that Council should consider an annual  
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donation to P.A.W.S. for the volunteer work they do in the community.  He said such a donation would 
be predicated upon receipt of an annual report. 

Manager McKenna reported that the current Fee Schedule for the Borough does not include fees for an 
appeals hearing for those appealing decisions of the Code Official under the International Property 
Maintenance Code.  The Code Official from the Borough’s third-party code enforcement firm, Light-
Heigel and Associates, recommended a $500 hearing fee to cover the legal and administrative costs of 
holding the hearing.  Bryan L. Rittle moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to recommend that full 
Council adopt an amended Fee Schedule Resolution to include a $500 fee for holding an IPMC 
Appeals Hearing.  Motion carried. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the Borough.  Seeing none, he 
asked for a motion to adjourn.  Jeffrey L. Thomas moved and Bryan L. Rittle seconded to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

                                                                       
 Michael R. McKenna, MPA 

        Borough Manager/Secretary             

 

PUBLIC SAFETY & PLANNING COMMITTEE 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Public Safety and Planning Committee was held on 
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in Room 3 at the Myerstown Community Center.  Council 
Vice President Park W. Haverstick, II being in the Chair and the Secretary being present.  

Present were:  Committee Chair Park W. Haverstick, II, Committee Members Ronald L. Ream, Dana 
Reich, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and Deputy Secretary Lisa A. 
Brubaker.   

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m.  

Dana Reich moved, and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to dispense with the reading of and approve 
the minutes of the previous month’s meeting on January 22, 2020. Motion carried.   

There was one (1) visitor-guest(s) present.  

Park W. Haverstick, II opened the floor for public comments. There were no comments. 
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Presentations: 

Dean Wagner was present to discuss ambulance services for the Borough. They were informed 
Western Berks was looking to place an ambulance in the Goodwill Fire House. If this were to happen, 
it would have a negative impact on the First Aid and Safety Patrol. The ambulance organization has 
never asked for the Borough or Jackson Township to name a primary provider before, but they feel they 
need to ask for that now. Jackson Township has done a Resolution naming the Myerstown Ambulance 
and the First Aid and Safety Patrol as their primary BLS and ALS provider.                                                   
Dean Wagner is asking for the Borough to do the same naming the basic life support (BLS) be the 
Myerstown First Aid Unit and the advance life support (ALS) to be the First Aid and Safety Patrol.  The 
issue for the ALS is, the County has taken the position that the advance life support services are going 
to be provided by proximity, meaning the CAD System is going to pick the closest ALS service and that 
is who they are going to send.  His issue is, the County is not doing that consistently throughout the 
County. He will be attending a meeting with the County EMA on this matter and can report back to 
the Borough. Chairman Haverstick, II asked Dean Wagner to follow up with the Borough Manager 
after that meeting.                                                                                                                                                                          
Dean Wagner stated at some point, Myerstown First Aid will need municipal help. Their costs keep 
going up and their income is flat. The reimbursement rates from Medicare, Medicaid, and insurance 
companies is not increasing.  Park W. Haverstick, II stated the information received by the Borough 
Solicitor states the Council can name a primary provider, but they can not name an exclusive provider. 
So, if another provider wanted to come into the Borough, the Council can not stop them. Dean Wagner 
stated that is correct, but what happens is, if a resolution is passed by the municipality naming 
primary units, those primary units will be dispatched before the other units.  Dean Wagner reviewed 
the calls for 2019, the areas they cover, and the crew coverage. The ELCO School District is again having 
an EMT class and is starting to produce EMT’s for the first time in five years. Dean Wagner stated other 
ambulances in the area are struggling, but there are a few fire companies that have a QRS (quick 
response unit).  Members in those fire companies have put together a quick response unit and when a 
call comes in in their community they respond. They do not transport the patient to the hospital, but 
they provide care until the transporting ambulance gets there, and that is key, that somebody gets 
there.     

Park W. Haverstick, II asked Dean Wagner to explain how they generate income. Dean Wagner stated 
income comes from donations, subscriptions, and fee for service. He will provide the Committee with 
numbers to give some general information on the ambulance service.                                                        
Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker stated the Borough Solicitor is researching what the Borough has to 
approve, if we can do a resolution or if an ordinance is needed.   

Dana Reich moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to present the information and recommend to full 
council the Myerstown First Aid Unit and First Aid and Safety Patrol be designated as the primary BLS 
and ALS providers for the Borough. Motion carried.   

Old Business:  

The Committee discussed adopting an ordinance regulating handicap parking spaces. We received 
information that the State Law regulations for handicap parking spaces have changed. The borough 
received a request for a handicap parking spot for West Main Avenue. On West Main Avenue, there is 
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parking only on one side of the street. So, no spot could be placed at this individual’s home. The spot 
would have to be on the opposite side of the street in front of another home and/or business.  The 
property owner does provide a parking lot for the tenants to the rear of the apartment building. After 
discussion, the Committee did not feel they had enough information on what the current ordinance 
says, and what the new regulations are to make a recommendation.   

Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to take this matter to full council to discuss. Motion 
carried.  

The Committee discussed the information provided for fireworks. Dana Reich moved and Ronald L. 
Ream seconded to recommend to full council to authorize the Solicitor to draft a fireworks ordinance. 
Motion carried.    

New Business:   

The Committee discussed the moratorium on the Stray Animal Feeding Ban Ordinance. The Council 
put a one-year moratorium on the ordinance to allow PAWS to implement their program. The one-year 
timeframe has expired and the Solicitor stated the Council should take some type of action.    

The Chairman asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the committee.  Seeing 
none, he asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

       Lisa A. Brubaker 
       Deputy Secretary 
 
PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES COMMITTEE 
 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Public Works & Utilities Committee was held on 
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 3 of the Myerstown Community Center, 
Councilmember Ronald L. Ream being in the Chair and the Secretary being present.  

Present were:  Committee Chairman Ronald L. Ream, Vice President Park W. Haverstick, II, President 
Pro Tem Eric L. Powell, Public Works Supervisor David C. Fake, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, 
and Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker.          

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:42 p.m.  

There were no citizen(s)–visitor(s) in attendance. 
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Eric L. Powell moved, and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to dispense with the reading of and approve 
the minutes of the previous month’s meeting held on January 22, 2020. Motion carried.   

Presentation: 

David C. Fake reported in the Public Works Department, they did maintenance, repairs, patching and 
painting at the Borough building, collected seventy-six (76) Christmas trees, cold patched 4.92 tons in 
the allies and roads, portable toilets were burned in the park area, and they had thirteen (13) One Calls.  
Supervisor Fake asked if the committee still wanted to keep the portable toilets in the park. Yes, the 
committee would like to keep them. Assistant Manager Ludwig asked if he should contact Choice 
Communication to review footage from the security cameras. Yes, the committee feels he should, that 
is why we have them.   

The parking signs were discussed. This has been an ongoing discussion. Supervisor Fake would like to 
get this completed so he can clean up the signs. Previously, he provided drawings of what is there and 
what he is proposing to be placed.  Chairman Ream stated if there is enough time the Committee will 
come back to this issue.  

Barry A. Ludwig reported in the Wastewater Department, they cleaned three (3) reed beds, working on 
a decking project, built a platform to raise up items for any future flooding, will be talking to Vince 
Podolski to pour concrete to close an access opening at the reed beds, processed extra sludge, regarding 
the collection system they had a few blockage complaints, had a property which had to be televised 
and the repairs were completed, site meeting at Kohl Brothers, working on the sewer line replacement 
project on State Route 501, will be starting a metering project, he reviewed information for the 
charging station going into the Borough Parking Lot, and they completed the Annual Sprinkler System 
inspection at the Borough building.   

Old Business: 
 
The Borough Building renovation project was discussed. There are still some remaining punch list 
items. The main issue remaining is the damaged flooring in the lower level. The inspection has been 
completed and the Occupancy Permit will be provided to Lobar and they will provide it to us.   

New Business: 
 
Barry A. Ludwig stated the paving project for Railroad Street and Main Avenue is good to go. The 
project will be administered and funded by the Lebanon County Redevelopment Authority. There are 
two (2) properties that still need the curb and sidewalk repairs completed.  The Borough permitting 
process was discussed.   
 
The new pole building for the Public Works facility was discussed. They will be working closely with 
the Fire Police and Engineer Michael Knouse. Some pole barn companies were reviewed.  
  
The charging station being placed in the Borough parking lot for electric vehicles was discussed.   
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Ronald L. Ream stated the Borough Parking Lot on Main Avenue is being abused. There is over night 
parking going on, parking the wrong way, and entering and exiting the wrong way. The parking signs 
for the Borough parking lots were discussed.   
 
The Chairman asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the committee.  Seeing 
none, he asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Eric L. Powell moved, and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lisa A. Brubaker 
Deputy Secretary   

 

PARKS & RECREATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Parks & Recreation and Public Relations Committee was 
held on Wednesday, January 22, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Room of the Myerstown Community 
Center, Councilmember Jeffrey L. Thomas being in the Chair and the Secretary being present. 

Present were:  Committee Chair Jeffrey L. Thomas, Council President Bryan L. Rittle, Council Vice 
President Park W. Haverstick, II, Dana Reich, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Communications and 
Development Officer Steffan D. Bomberger, and Manager Michael R. McKenna. 

Park W. Haverstick, II assumed the position of Chair and opened the meeting at 7:44 p.m.  

There were no minutes from previous meetings to approve. 

There were no citizens or visitors in attendance. 

Communications and Development Officer Steffan Bomberger provided his monthly report to the 
committee and an update on the Myerstown Vitality Partnership.  The organization recently received 
tax-exempt status from the IRS, received its first $10,000 commitment from Farmer Boy Ag, and has 
opened its own checking account with Fulton Bank.  A draft of the 17067 Market Opportunity Analysis 
was presented.  This is a tool that will help attract commercial and industrial real estate developers to 
Myerstown.   

A discussion was held regarding the 3rd Annual Community Block Party, which is being proposed to be 
held on September 26, 2020.  No official plans or requests for approval have been submitted at this time. 

Dana Reich moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 

 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

                                                                         
Michael R. McKenna, MPA 
Borough Manager/Secretary 

FULL COUNCIL REVIEW 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Wednesday, February 26, 2020 at 8:30 p.m. 
in the Council Room of the Myerstown Community Center, President Bryan L. Rittle being in the Chair 
and the Secretary being present. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 8:52 p.m.  

Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice-President Park W. Haverstick, II, President Pro Tem Eric L. 
Powell, Councilmembers Jeffrey L. Thomas, Dana Reich, Ronald L. Ream and Stacey A. Hackman, Mayor 
Gloria R. Ebling, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and Manager Michael R. McKenna 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve the minutes of the committee 
meeting held on January 22, 2020.  Motion carried. 

Michael Thorley of Chrisland Engineering was in attendance to present a proposed land development 
plan for 101 W. Lincoln Ave.  Several members of Council expressed concern about a proposed drive-
through on the plan which would have traffic entering from Oak Court to access the property at 101 W. 
Lincoln Ave.  Several members of Council explicitly stated that they would not vote in favor of approving 
a plan that had this drive-through because of the potentially dangerous impact of the proposed traffic 
flow.  Manager McKenna told Council that he would have the Borough’s Zoning Officer do a Zoning 
Review of the plans. 

The Chair of the Finance & Administration Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 6:30 p.m. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to authorize the Manager and Assistant Manager to 
interview qualified candidates for the Wastewater Treatment Facility Laborer position, and to hire the 
best qualified candidate for the position.  Motion carried. 

Eric L. Powell moved and Stacey A. Hackman seconded to authorize the Borough Manager to advertise 
for a Pool Manager, Assistant Pool Manager, and Lifeguards for the 2020 pool season, at a wage range of 
$14 to $16 per hour for the Pool Manager, $12 to $14 per hour for the Assistant Pool Manager, and $10 to 
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$12 per hour for the Lifeguards, and to authorize the Borough Manager to hire the best qualified 
candidate for all positions.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana Reich seconded to continue the moratorium on the ordinance 
banning the feeding of stray animals until such a time that Borough Council votes to rescind the 
moratorium.  Motion carried.  

A conversation was held on the Lillian I. Bahney Myerstown Heritage Center and Museum, and how 
much of the terminated trust should be used to fund the establishment of the Museum.  Manager 
McKenna explained that the terminated trust held $43,486.53 , which was transferred into the Borough’s 
general fund, to be used for the establishment of the Museum and for beautification efforts in the 
Borough.  Dana Reich moved and Stacey A. Hackman seconded to authorize the allocation of $5,000.00 
of the terminated Bahney Trust funds to be used for community beautification, and the  
 
remaining $38,486.53 to be used for the establishment of the Lillian I. Bahney Myerstown Heritage 
Center and Museum.  Motion carried. 

The Chair of the Public Safety & Planning Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 6:30 p.m.   

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to authorize the Public Safety & Planning 
Committee to meet with Josh Reager on March 18, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss a proposal to create a 
police department Motion carried. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to authorize the Borough Solicitor to draft a fireworks 
ordinance based upon the recommendations discussed in the Public Safety & Planning Committee 
meeting.  Motion carried. 

The Chair of the Parks & Recreation and Public Relations Committee gave a report on their meeting held 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Council discussed the proposed season pass and daily admission rates for the community pool as 
presented by the Borough Manager.  The Manager recommended maintaining the same rates as the 
2019 season, with a slight reduction for season passes for Borough residents.  The reduction for a 
resident family season pass would be from $250.00 to $225.00, the reduction for a resident individual 
pass would be from $150.00 to $125.00, the reduction for a resident senior pass would be from $100.00  
to $75.00, and the reduction for a resident senior couples pass would be from $160.00 to $135.00  Dana 
Reich moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to approve the 2020 Pool Rates as recommended by the 
Borough Manager, and to authorize the Borough Manager to advertise said rates.  Motion carried. 

Dana Reich moved and Stacey A. Hackman seconded to approve for the 3rd Annual Community Block 
Party to be held on Saturday, September 26, 2020 from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., for the closure of Main 
Avenue from College Street to Cherry Street and Railroad Street from Main Avenue to Center Avenue 
from 5:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m., to use the Community Center front porch as a stage for entertainment during 
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the event, and to use the Railroad Street parking lot at the Community Center as the location for a beer 
garden.  Motion carried. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to entertain a proposal for the creation of a Gaga Ball 
Pit in the Myerstown Recreation Area proposed by resident Nathan Yang for his Eagle Scout Project.  
Motion carried.  Council stated that a written proposal would need to be presented before final approval 
of the project.  Motion carried. 

The Chair of the Public Works & Utilities Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 7:30 p.m.   

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the Borough.  Seeing none, he 
asked for a motion to adjourn.  

Dana Reich moved and Stacey Hackman seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:54 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 
Michael R. McKenna, MPA 
Borough Manager/Secretary 


